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INTRODUCTION

John Winebrenner put forward the first concise statement of faith for the Churches of God, General
Conference in 1844. As he noted then, the Church of God has no other authority than the sixty-six books
of the Bible which is her only and all-sufficient rule of faith and practice. As such the Church of God
affirms no other creed or discipline as binding and holds the Bible as its supreme authority. That being
said, Winebrenner believed that there was benefit in presenting the Church's “avowed principles”
constituting of a "short... declaration, showing her views, as to what may be called leading matters of
faith, experience and practice" for the public good. Again in 1863, as an outline for instruction in the
blessings of the Christian faith, Christian H. Forney pointed out the value of "a handbook for the
ministerial novitiate, the layman, the Sabbath School teacher, and all those who love the doctrines of the
Church."

At the centennial celebration in 1925, the General Eldership approved a summary statement of faith
based on Winebrenner's 1844 declaration but focused strictly on doctrinal matters. Fifty years later in
1975, the General Conference approved a condensed version of the 1925 statement (see page 7).
Although these various declarations provide a succinct statement of belief for the Churches of God,
General Conference, there still remains the need for a handbook to help those seeking more information.
To this end the General Conference provided its churches and pastors with a brief view of The Distinctive
Doctrines of the Churches of God in North America. Commonly known among the churches as “the yellow
book,” it served the Church for nearly three decades. Then in 1959 the General Eldership approved a
new exposition in the Teachings and Practices of the Churches of God. That Bible-based booklet (called
“the green book”) set forth in order things most surely believed among us. It was never seen as a creed.
For the Churches of God the Bible is the only true standard for Christian faith and practice.

Each generation needs to come to grips anew with the faith once delivered to the saints. So it was that
in 1983 the General Conference produced the We Believe book as a statement of common faith across
the Churches of God. “The blue book,” as revised in 1986, has served the Church well, but the time has
come for the contemporary church to reaffirm its doctrinal understanding of God’s Word. Trusting the Holy
Spirit to guide in the interpretation and application of the Bible, the General Conference undertook this
revision of its statement of beliefs. This is not a new statement but a refinement of We Believe—The
Doctrinal Statement of the Churches of God, General Conference. It is the product of many persons. It
received the invaluable attention of several general consultations and a review process that included
input from across the CGGC. Many faithful students of the Word drawn from all areas of the Churches of
God wrote, edited, evaluated and revised the various sections.

The Churches of God, General Conference does not endorse any particular translation of the
Scriptures. The statement on translations which concludes the section on "The Bible" expresses the
sense of the Church. The committee of writers contributing to this document used translations, not
paraphrases, that best clarify and elucidate. These translations are identified by the following key:

KJV = King James Version

NASB = New American Standard Version
NIV = New International Version

RSV = Revised Standard Version

TEV = Today's English Version

(The list will be updated to reflect this new edition once all articles are completed.)

The same guidelines that governed the writing of We Believe in 1983 guided the writing of this new
edition:
— to be a statement of faith apart from practice
— to present a positive expression of our faith
— to be concise
— to be a document for laypersons, non-technical, minimizing theological jargon and preaching
— to use examples and sources only from Scripture.

The Administrative Council extends deep appreciation to representatives from local conferences,
Winebrenner Theological Seminary, the CGGC Executive Director and Regional Directors as well as the
Associates in Ministry, writers of various sections and drafts, those who contributed editorial skills and



164
165
166
167
168

many who shared input to prepare this document. Their attention to the guidance of the Holy Spirit and
their love for God's Church are evident in these pages. We particularly thank these persons:

(List the names of those contributing to the document to be added.)
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The CGGC Statement of Faith

Summarized in 1975 from the Statements of 1925 and 1844

We believe in one supreme God—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;
co-equal and co-eternal: and in
the miraculous conception,
the virgin birth,
the vicarious sacrifice,
the bodily resurrection,
the triumphant ascension, and
the second coming of our Lord.

We believe in the gift and work of the Holy Spirit;
the divinely inspired Word of God as our only and all-sufficient rule
of faith and practice;
and in the free moral agency of man.

We believe God created man;
man has fallen;
and his only possible redemption is through the atonement of Christ.

We believe in the forgiveness of sins;
rebirth by the Word and Spirit
and justification by faith.

We believe baptism, feetwashing, and the Lord’s supper
to be ordinances of the church.

We believe in the holiness of the Lord’s Day;
and God’s appointment of civil governments.

We believe in the resurrection of the dead;
the final judgment;
and life everlasting.
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GOD

We believe in God.

God is eternal. God is the beginning of all that is. "In the beginning God..." (Gen. 1:1 NIV).

God is living and the only source of life and existence. To Moses, when asked what to call him, God
replied, “I AM, that | AM” (Ex. 3:14 KJV), indicating God’s existence is beyond our reality, but also that all
reality exists and has been created by him. God is sovereign—meaning he has complete authority over
all creation.

"God is spirit; and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth" (John 4:24 NIV). God is not a
physical being. He is not human and is neither male nor female. We address God using terms he himself
revealed (e.g. Father, Son, Spirit, rock, shield, Lord, arm of the Lord, hand of God, etc.). Pictures familiar
to our experience are often used in Scripture in order to help us understand God, but it is impossible for
us to have an exhaustive description of God. Since God revealed his character and nature to us, we use
the masculine pronouns he chose to address himself (e.g. Gen 3:11; John 1:1-2, 15:1-2, 16:5-11) as we
describe what we believe.

God is unchanging (Mal. 3:6-7). What God has promised, what he has set as standards for life and
goodness, are not open to being rewritten or changed (Matt. 5:18; Luke 16:17). This is not only a further
reflection of God’s own identity as “I AM"—transcendent of our reality—but also a benefit to us that God is
not impulsive or variable with his judgments (Rom. 2:1-13).

We believe God is three persons but one God.

This is also known as the doctrine of Trinity, or the Tri-unity of God.

Deuteronomy 6:4 says, “Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God, the Lord is one” (NIV). This passage
indicates that God is singularly God—totally undivided. The Hebrew word for “one” can also be translated
“alone” and in context of both Old and New Testaments uses of this verse, it carries the meaning that
God alone is God and the only one to whom his people should listen. But it also means that he exists in
completeness and unity within himself.

We believe that God has revealed himself as three persons, complete identities and personalities, but
wholly submitted one to another and indivisibly unified. Those three persons are:

Father—creator/founder, (Gen. 1:1-2; Ps. 68:5; Isa.9:6) by whom all creation was conceived
and finds its purpose.

1. God the Father is the superintendent over all creation. “He causes His sun to rise on the
evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous” (Matt. 5:45 NIV;
also Matt. 6:26, 10:29; 1 Cor. 8:6).

2. God the Father is the ultimate forgiver and is merciful. “If you forgive men...your heavenly
Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive...your Father will not forgive your
sins” (Matt. 6:14-15 NIV; also Luke 6:36, 23:34).

3. God the Father is the divine initiator in our relationship with Christ. “No one can come to
me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and | will raise him up at the last day”
(John 6:44 NIV; also John 6:65, 8:28, 42, 14:16, 26; Col. 1:12).

4. God the Father is the ultimate giver of all that is good and perfect. “Every good and
perfect gift is from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting
shadows” (James 1:17 NIV; also Eph. 1:3, 5:20).

Son (Jesus)—is the Word. Creation was formed by the Word the Father spoke. The Son
(Word) brings the Father’s plans into material creation (Gen. 1:3; Isa. 9:6; John 1:1-3, 10:30; Heb.
1:1-3). Through him all things came to be, and by him the plans of God are fulfilled. Those plans
include humanity’s redemption through Jesus’ death and resurrection, and the revealing of the
fullness of God's wisdom through the Church to the authorities of this world and the spiritual
realms (Rom. 3:22-26; Eph. 3:10-11).

That Jesus is one with the Father is clearly stated in several places in the New Testament
(Titus 2:13; 2 Thess. 1:12). When Thomas encountered Jesus after the resurrection, he declared
"My Lord and my God!" (John 20:28 NIV). The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God (Gen. 1:2) and the
Spirit of Christ (Rom. 8:9; Phil. 1:19) present with us. Peter used the terms Holy Spirit and God
interchangeably in Acts when he said to Ananias, "...why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the
Holy Spirit?...You have not lied to men but to God" (Acts 5:3-4 RSV).

Holy Spirit—is the mysterious presence of God, often called “the Holy Ghost” or the “Spirit of
God.” The Creation account gives our impression of what the Spirit does in describing the Spirit
“brooding/hovering” (Gen. 1:2)—which paints a picture of the Spirit like a bird assembling a nest
or like a “wind” moving in and through, assembling/empowering the bits and pieces of creation.
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This role is depicted throughout Scripture as we see the Spirit interweaving the will/purpose of
God and revealing who Jesus Christ is (Gen 1:1-2; John 14:26, 16:7-13; Rom. 8:9; Gal. 3:5; 1
Cor. 12). He is also the Spirit of Christ because of the co-equal nature of the persons of the
Trinity. Through the Spirit creation was ordered, and it is by him we receive God's comfort,
counsel, power, special gifting to build up the Church, and are led into all truth.

In Matthew 3:16-17 we see all three persons of God together at Jesus’ baptism, which was done to
fulfill righteousness—aligning the work God was going to do through Jesus to the same pattern God set
for the rest of humanity.

There is only one God. Paul reminds us, "...there is no God but one. For even if there are so-called
gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as indeed there are many 'gods' and many ‘lords'), yet for us there
is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord,
Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we live" (1 Cor. 8:4b-6 NIV). God is one
(Deut. 6:4). The Father is God. Jesus is God. The Holy Spirit is God (Eph. 4:3-6).

We believe God is both unknowable and knowable.

God is hidden and revealed, far (transcendent) and near (immanent). As stated before, God reveals
himself, and has chosen to do so in direct relationship to people, and through his character displayed in
Creation (Ps. 19; Rom. 1:20). God is the Creator and Sustainer of all that exists. God is greater than our
minds can comprehend. We are to honor, respect, and praise God. God is love (1 John 1:1-3). He cares
in a personal way about each person. This concept of God is known as Theism. It is a specific concept in
contrast to Deism, which holds that God is transcendent but not immanent—setting creation in motion but
having no further interaction. The call of Abraham, the exodus of Israel, the ministry of Jesus Christ and
the work of the Holy Spirit all demonstrate this. Theism is expressed in passages like 2 Peter 1:3-4;
Genesis 12-15; Exodus; Matthew 3:16-17; Acts 2; and 2 Peter 1:3-4.

We believe God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—is omniscient, omnipotent, and omnipresent.

God is omniscient (all-knowing). God has infinite knowledge. God is the source of all truth. "Great is our
Lord, and of great power: his understanding is infinite" (Ps. 147:5 KJV; also Isa. 40:26; Heb. 4:13).

God is omnipotent (all powerful). "With God all things are possible" (Matt. 19:26 KJV; also Ps. 107; Isa.
26:4; Rev. 19:6).

God is omnipresent (all present). God's presence is infinite—everywhere, always. As the psalmist
declares, "Where can | go from your Spirit? Where can | flee from your presence? If | go up to the
heavens, you are there; if | make my bed in the depths, you are there. If | rise on the wings of the dawn, if
| settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me. Your right hand will hold me fast. If |
say, ‘Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me,’ even the darkness will not
be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you” (Ps. 139:7-12 NIV).

We believe in the holiness of God.

To be holy means to be separated from and opposed to evil. "For | am the Lord your God; consecrate
yourselves therefore, and be holy, for | am holy" (Lev. 11:44 RSV). Moreover, to be holy means to be
committed to purity and wholeness. "But just as he who calls you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is
written, ‘Be holy, because | am holy™ (1 Pet. 1:15-16 NIV; also James 1:13).

It is God's holiness that provides our deliverance from the penalty and power of sin. In this act of
deliverance, God's holiness—separation from and opposition to evil—is expressed in love. Through the
sacrificial death of Jesus Christ in atonement for our sin, wholeness is possible for all. God is holy,
therefore committed to wholeness.

We believe the work of God is primarily creation, grace, justice, mercy.

God's work is creation. "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth..." (Gen. 1:1 NIV). The
full Godhead was involved. "In the beginning was the Word (Jesus Christ)...All things were made through
him, and without him was not anything made that was made" (John 1:1, 3 RSV; also Heb. 1:2; Col. 1:16).
The Holy Spirit was involved. “The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of
the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters" (Gen. 1:2 KJV).

All things were created by God. God is the source and sustainer of all life. The original work of creation
has been finished, but God continues to supplement that creation throughout history. This includes the re-
creating of human beings fallen into sin. “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed
away, behold, the new has come" (2 Cor. 5:17 RSV). Therefore, salvation is part of the creative work of
God.
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God's work is grace. Grace is defined as unmerited, undeserved favor, given simply because of God's
generosity and goodwill toward us. Grace is the reflection of God's mercy, extended to all who will receive
it. An individual's response influences the giving of grace but does not determine it (John 1:14; Rom.
3:23-26).

God's work is justice. Justice sets things straight and lines them up with God's will. It includes fair
judgment and the enforcement of judgment's verdict. "The Lord works righteousness and justice for all the
oppressed” (Ps. 103:6 NIV). God does not cause evil, but has allowed humanity the choice for
relationship with him, or not. God continues to allow freewill, even after the fall of humanity (which
affected all Creation), but constantly works the brokenness of Creation and human choice toward the
good of his plan in Christ-which includes Creation and those who have chosen to follow Christ (Rom. 8).
So we do not presume God will protect believers from suffering, or make them wealthy or healthy simply
for following Christ, but he will turn all things (good and evil) toward his good plans.

God's work is mercy. Mercy is the satisfaction of justice through the forgiveness of sin when guilty
sinners acknowledge their sin, are sorry for it, and turn from it. "Mercy triumphs over judgment!" (James
2:13 NIV).

We believe God wants us to know him and has revealed himself in various ways.

God is revealed through creation. God is distinctly other than creation and transcends it, but the
orderliness and majesty of creation declares God's existence, creativity, and glory (Isa. 6:3).

God is revealed through history, especially Israel's history. The giving of the Law, the calling of leaders
and prophets, the deliverance of Israel from various captivities, and the specific writings through those
called by God to share his will all reveal God's persistent involvement in human history and intention to be
in relationship with people.

God is revealed most clearly through Jesus Christ. "In the past God spoke to our ancestors many times
and in many ways through the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us through his Son. He
is the one through whom God created the universe, the one whom God has chosen to possess all things
at the end. He reflects the brightness of God's glory and is the exact likeness of God's own being,
sustaining the universe with his powerful word. After achieving forgiveness for the sins of mankind, he sat
down in heaven at the right side of God, the Supreme Power” (Heb. 1:1-3 TEV). Jesus told Philip,
“Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father" (John 14:9 NIV). Jesus came to acquaint us more fully
with God. To know God we must know Jesus Christ—his life, teachings, ministry, death, and resurrection.
From Jesus we have learned that God is a just but compassionate Father.

God is revealed through the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit who verifies the manifestation of God
presented by Jesus (John 16:13-15). It is the Holy Spirit who comes to live in relationship with the
conscience and physical life of those who follow Christ-as counselor, comforter, empowerer, teacher,
guide, revealer of all truth (Zech. 7:12; 2 Cor. 13:14; Phil. 2:1). It is by this fellowship with the Spirit that
we gain insight into God's will, intentions, character and nature--“However, as it is written: ‘No eye has
seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him'—but
God has revealed it to us by his Spirit...The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come
from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are
spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:9-16 NIV).

God is revealed through the Church. “His intent was that now, through the Church, the manifold wisdom
of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms according to His
purpose which He accomplished through Christ Jesus our lord. In Him and through faith in Him we may
demonstrate God's character and nature.

God is revealed through the Bible. Paul writes to Timothy, "...and how from infancy you have known the
holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture
is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness..." (2 Tim.
3:15-16 NIV) (see Bible section pp. 15-16 for more).
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JESUS CHRIST

We believe Jesus has been active since before the creation of the world.

As the second person of the Trinity, Jesus has always existed, enjoying the love of the Father from
“before the creation of the world” (John| 17). 'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God” (John 1:1 NIV). Along with the Father and the Holy Spirit, Jesus took an active
role in the making of our world. For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible
and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for

him (Col. 1:16 NIV).

We believe Jesus is the culmination of God’s redemptive promise in the Scriptures.

Much of Scripture testifies that all of creation looks forward to God’s ultimate act of restoration in Jesus.
“Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth...But be glad and rejoice forever in what | will create,
for | will create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy....The wolf and the lamb will feed together,
and the lion will eat straw like the ox” (Isa. 65:17-18, 25 NIV).

Jesus, as the promised Messiah anticipated in the Old Testament, is himself the personal fulfillment of
the Law and the Prophets, of its foretelling as well as its righteousness. “Do not think that | have come to
abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them” (Matt. 5:17 NIV). The
Old and New Testaments together form a reliable and comprehensive witness to the redemptive activity
of Jesus Christ. And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He explained to them what was said in
all the Scriptures concerning Himself” (Luke 24:27 NIV).

We believe Jesus is God having taken on human flesh, and thus is fully human.

At a particular point in time, the Creator entered our world by being born a human baby who would
redeem his creation. “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us” (John 1:14 NIV). Not
merely appearing to be human, or simply clothing himself with humanity, he truly became fully a human
being in the flesh.

to give Him the name Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins" (Matt. 1: 20-21 NIV).

God became human in order to make himself knowable to us, to offer himself as an acceptable sacrifice
on our behalf, and as man to represent us before the Father. For this reason He had to be made like His
brothers in every way, in order that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God,
and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people” (Heb.2:17 NIV).

We believe Jesus is one with the Father, and is thus fully divine.

Though he became human, as the second person of the Trinity, he continued to be divine. “l and the
Father are one" (John 10:30 NIV). Jesus is God himself, not a hybrid, or special agent, sent merely to
accomplish a task. Jesus is of the same essence, of the same substance as the Father. “Anyone who has
seen me has seen the Father...Don't you believe that | am in the Father, and that the Father is in me?
The words | say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing His work”
(John 14: 9-10 NIV).

The Son makes known, or unveils, the Father, enabling us to rightly and truly know and encounter God
as he truly is. “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has
made Him known” (John 1:18 NIV).

We believe Jesus became like us so that we might become like him in his perfect humanity.

As our Savior and high priest, Jesus assumed our broken humanity in order to heal it within himself and
to offer it to the Father. “Fix your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess” (Heb.
3:1 NIV). In his human flesh he lived a perfect life of obedience, doing for us what we could not do for
ourselves. “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we
have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin” (Heb 4:15 NIV).

We believe Jesus died on a cross to take away the sin of the world.

God'’s gracious atonement, originating in his loving heart, and gradually unfolding throughout the Old
Testament, climaxed in Jesus’ death on the cross. In trusting obedience to the Father, he willingly laid
down his life in our place, dying the death we deserved. In doing so, Jesus took away our sin and broke
death’s hold on us forevermore. “Now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to
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present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation—if you continue in your faith,
established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel” (Col. 1:22-23 NIV).

In taking our place on the cross, he established a new and everlasting covenant between God and
humankind. “God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the
righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21 NIV). He now enables us to share in his intimate relationship with the
Father. “As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain in my love” (John 15:9 NIV).

We believe Jesus was raised victoriously from the dead.

The Father raised Jesus from the dead, a well-witnessed fact which verified his identity. “God has
raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact” (Acts 2:32 NIV). When Jesus rose from the
dead, He broke forevermore the power of death, and removed the permanence of its sting. “I am the
resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and
believes in me will never die” (John 11: 25-26 NIV).

Jesus now provides a certain hope that we who trust in Him will also one day be raised bodily like he
was to new and everlasting life. “For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead
comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own
turn: Christ, the first fruits; then, when He comes, those who belong to Him” (1 Cor. 15:21-23 NIV).

We believe Jesus ascended to the Father in his human body.

Jesus ascended to the Father so that the Holy Spirit would be sent into the world. “I tell you the truth: It
is for your good that | am going away. Unless | go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if | go, |
will send Him to you” (John 16:7 NIV).

Now the ascended Jesus, in his resurrected human body, represents us to the Father. “Therefore He is
able to save completely those who come to God through Him, because He always lives to intercede for
them” (Heb. 7:25 NIV). Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, continues to be present and active in the ministry of
his body, the Church.

We believe Jesus is Lord and Savior.

Jesus, having triumphed over sin and death, is now exalted as Lord of all. “Salvation is found in no one
else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12 NIV).
As the one mediator between God and man, God'’s one and only Son, he alone has access to the Father,
and no one can come to the Father except by him. "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through me” (John 14:6 NIV).

Jesus continues his ongoing ministry until the end of the age, when he will return to judge the living and
the dead. “He commanded us to preach to the people and testify that He is the one whom God appointed
as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about Him that everyone who believes in Him
receives forgiveness of sins through His name” (Acts 10:42-43 NIV).
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471 THE HOLY SPIRIT

472
473  We believe in the Holy Spirit, who is God.
474 As a person in the Godhead, the Spirit is co-eternal, co-equal, co-powerful, and co-operative with the

475 Father and the Son (Gen. 1:2; Acts 5:3-4). Jesus said, "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
476  baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit" (Matt. 28:19 NIV).

477 The Holy Spirit is a person who teaches (John 14:26), commissions (Acts 13:2-4), directs (Acts 16:6-7),
478 intercedes (Rom. 8:26-27), and feels (Isa. 63:10; Eph. 4:30).

479
480  We believe that the Holy Spirit was active in the Old Covenant.
481 The Spirit of God was active at Creation, moving upon the face of the waters (Gen. 1:2) and creating

482 human beings (Job 33:4). After the Fall, the same Spirit of God enabled Bezaleel to build the tabernacle
483 (Ex. 31:3), and equipped special people to be prophets (Ezek. 37:1), judges (Judg. 3:10), or kings (2
484 Sam. 23:2). God promised the Israelites that "l will pour out my Spirit on your offspring” (Isa. 44:3 NIV).
485 The Holy Spirit was also instrumental in the conception of Jesus (Luke 1:35). The Spirit descended in
486  the form of a dove upon Jesus at his baptism (Luke 3:22) and led him into the wilderness where he was
487  tempted by Satan (Luke 4:1). In the power of that same Spirit (Luke 4:14), the Savior commenced and
488  completed his ministry of reconciliation, casting out demons by the Spirit of God (Matt. 12:28) and
489 promising to send the Counselor, the Spirit of truth (John 15:26).

490
491  We believe the Holy Spirit revealed himself in a new way on the day of Pentecost.
492 On the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1), the Church was born. A new era of the Holy Spirit was ushered in—

493  the New Covenant in which persons are placed by the Holy Spirit through the new birth into the family of
494 God, the Body of Christ, the Church. Appearing as "a rushing mighty wind" and "tongues like as of fire"
495 (Acts 2:2-3 KJV), the Holy Spirit embarked upon a new ministry of sanctification. Peter interpreted this
496  event as the fulfillment of Joel's prophecy (Joel 2:28-32) and of the promise given by his Master (Acts

497  2:33).

498

499  We believe the Holy Spirit can be known and experienced.

500 In his Pentecost sermon, Peter said, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus

501  Christ so that your sins may be forgiven. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for
502  you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call* (Acts 2:38-39

503  NIV).
504 At the time Christ is received, the Father and the Son send the Holy Spirit to give spiritual rebirth (John
505  3:3-6); the washing of regeneration (Titus 3:5-6); the indwelling (infilling) of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38-39); - {cOmment [L7]: Which word do you want?

506  entrance into the kingdom of God (John 3:3); and immersion into the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13). This is
507  what John the Baptist meant when he said that Jesus "...will baptize with the Holy Spirit" (John 1:33 NIV;
508  also John 1:29-34).

509 This baptism of the Spirit is experienced by every Christian. "For we were all baptized by one Spirit into
510  one Body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink" (1 Cor.
511  12:13 NIV).

512 To bring persons to accept this relationship with God through Christ, the Holy Spirit convicts persons of
513  their sin (John 16:9), of Christ's righteousness (John 16:10), and of judgment on evil (John 16:11). “When
514  He comes, He will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment; in regard to
515  sin, because men do not believe in me; in regard to righteousness, because | am going to the Father,
516  where you can see me no longer; and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands
517  condemned” (John 16:8-11 NIV).

518
519  We believe the Holy Spirit endows the followers of Christ with the unity of the Spirit.
520 The unity of the Spirit is a special communion that exists in the fellowship of persons who have received

521  Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord (Eph. 4:3). In that relationship God's love flows from believer to believer
522  to mold the followers of Christ into a functioning body of love as the family of God, the Church (Eph. 4:15-
523  16; 1 John 4:13-21).

524
525  We believe the Holy Spirit enables believers to grow spiritually.
526 The Holy Spirit works in the lives of individual members of God's family, giving guidance, instruction,

527  and power for the Christian lifestyle. Jesus said, "...the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
528  send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything | have said to you" (John
529  14:26 NIV).
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The Holy Spirit reveals and brings glory to Christ. “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide
you into all truth. He will not speak on His own; He will speak only what He hears, and He will tell you
what is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. All
that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why | said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it
known to you” (John 16:13-15 NIV).

We believe the infilling of the Holy Spirit is not a one-time event in our lives, but rather is in the
present active tense and is meant to be present and active in the lives of believers.

e “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18
NIV).

e “And | will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my
laws” (Ezek. 36:27 NIV).

e “...the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept Him, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him.
But you know Him, for He lives with you and will be in you” (John 14:17 NIV).

e “You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in
you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ” (Rom. 8:9
NIV).

e “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?” (1 Cor.
3:16 NIV).

e “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have
received from God? You are not your own.” (1 Cor. 6:19 NIV).

e “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18
NIV).

e “Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who
lives in us” (2 Tim. 1:14 NIV).

e “As for you, the anointing you received from Him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to
teach you. But as His anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not
counterfeit—just as it has taught you, remain in Him” (1 John 2:27 NIV).

We believe the Holy Spirit dispenses spiritual gifts for the building up of the Church.

The Holy Spirit works in the collective Body of Christ, the Church. According to his wisdom and will, the

Holy Spirit distributes spiritual gifts among Christians for the building up of the Church (Rom. 12:6-8; 1

Cor. 12:7-11, 25-31; Eph. 4:11-13). "The Spirit's presence is shown in some way in each person for the

good of all....It is one and the same Spirit who does all this; as He wishes, He gives different gifts to each

person.”

Rom. 12:6-8 (NIV)
o “We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.

If a man'’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.

If it is serving, let him serve;

if it is teaching, let him teach;

if it is encouraging, let him encourage;

if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously;

if it is leadership, let him govern diligently;

if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.”

“Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each one should use whatever gift he has received
to serve others, faithfully administering God'’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it
as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides,
so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 4:9-11 NIV).

1 Cor. 12:7-11 (NIV)

e “Toone there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom,
to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit,
to another faith by the same Spirit,
to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit,
to another miraculous powers,
to another prophecy,
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e to another distinguishing between spirits,
e to another speaking in different kinds of tongues,
e and to still another the interpretation of tongues.”

1 Cor. 12:27-31 (NIV)

“Now you are the Body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.

And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles,

second prophets,

third teachers,

then workers of miracles,

also those having gifts of healing,

those able to help others,

those with gifts of administration,

and those speaking in different kinds of tongues.

Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of
healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret?

e But eagerly desire the greater gifts. And now | will show you the most excellent way.”

Eph. 4:11-13 (NIV)

“It was He who gave some to be apostles,

some to be prophets,

some to be evangelists,

and some to be pastors and teachers,

to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the Body of Christ may be built up

until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature,
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”

The Spirit knows what gifts are needed and which persons should receive them. These gifts come as
the Holy Spirit chooses, for the good of the Church. “All these are the work of one and the same Spirit,
and He gives them to each one, just as He determines” (1 Cor. 12:11 NIV).

For this reason, the Churches of God encourages its members to exercise faith and submission in
discovering the spiritual gifts the Holy Spirit bestows on each one. We trust the Holy Spirit to know what
the Church needs and which members should be used to supply those needs. “Therefore, my brothers,
be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues” (1 Cor. 14:39 NIV). One Christian's gifts
should not be considered higher or lower than another's. "God has arranged the parts in the body, every
one of them, just as he wanted them to be...so that there should be no division in the body, but that its
parts should have equal concern for each other" (1 Cor. 12:18, 25 NIV). "There are different kinds of
working, but the same God works all of them in all men" (1 Cor. 12:6 NIV). As Christians discover and
exercise their spiritual gifts, "the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament,
grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work" (Eph. 4:16 NIV). Thus, the God of all the
ages accomplishes his will in history and brings abundant life to his people, "not by might, nor by power,
but by my spirit" (Zech. 4:6 KJV).

We believe the fruit of the Spirit is the essential evidence of a believer’s continual infilling with the
Holy Spirit and takes preeminence over the gifts (1 Cor. 13: 1-13).

At work in Christ's followers, the Holy Spirit's power produces life-building fruit that makes them
effective witnesses before the watching world. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth" (Acts 1:8 NIV). "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control" (Gal. 5:22-23 NIV). This fruit is the essential evidence of the
presence of the Spirit in the life of the believer (Matt. 7:16). It is the process of sanctification.
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THE BIBLE

We believe the Bible is the inspired, infallible authority, the Word of God, our only rule for
following Jesus in every aspect of our life.

Paul states, "All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work" (2 Tim. 3:16-17

all-sufficient declaration in belief, morals and activity for the Church and the Christian. We do not object to
publishing, for information, what we believe and practice or to studying historic creeds for personal
interest but we do not create any such statement or receive any historic creed as an authority or test of
fellowship. Jesus Christ alone is Lord of the conscience and his Word alone can rightfully connect us to
the truth. There may be God-ordained helps for us to understand the Bible—such as experience (John
9:24-25), Christian community (Acts 17:10-11), reason (Isa. 1:18), and sacred history (Heb. 11-12:1)—but
all of these things are fallible and none of them is an authority. Only what is clearly taught in the Bible is
necessary for salvation. The Bible alone can set the standard for general Christian principles and
fellowship in our churches.

speakers and writers above human limitations to give the Scriptures divine authority. Thus Paul could
write, "Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might
know the things that have been freely given to us by God. These things we also speak, not in words
which man's wisdom teaches, but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual”
(1 Cor. 2:12-13 NKJV).

We believe God spoke, using human words to convey divine truth.

We read in Jude 1:3, “Beloved, while | was very diligent to write to you concerning our common
salvation, | found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was
once for all delivered to the |saints”. Therefore, the Bible reflects the culture and environment of the writers

as they studied and wrote. God was guiding in such a way that the written truth was his Word. It is thus
the infallible authority in everything Christians believe and do.

The Bible is made up of 66 separate books written across many centuries. It was written by various
individuals who spoke different languages and who came from a variety of economic and social
situations. Yet incredibly, these very diverse authors declare the same God, thus revealing the hand of
God in both its inspiration and preservation through time. The Bible is comprised of 39 books of the Old
Testament and 27 books of the New Testament. Each was inspired by God and all were brought together
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit to form what is called the canon of Holy Scripture, the Bible. The
Council of Jamnia in 90 A.D. affirmed those 39 books recognized as the sacred Word given first to the
Israelites. The Council of Carthage in 419 A.D. affirmed the 27 books of the New Testament. These
church leaders studied the books carefully for specific internal evidence of inspiration. They also
examined the external evidence for their apostolic and prophetic authenticity, following specific criteria by
which a book claiming to be Scripture either authenticated or disqualified itself. Consequently these
councils did not vote on these books with the majority vote winning, but rather discerned, under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit which books already carried the stamp of the Spirit’s inspiration, and which did
not. We recognize with the early Church the Bible as genuine and authentic writings with prophetic and
apostolic authority, God's inspired Word. Thus, we believe that these 66 books together are the Word of
God.

We believe the central message of the Bible is the creative and redemptive work of God in history.

A great drama unfolds to us in the pages of the Bible as we see the Creation (Gen. 1-2), the Fall (Gen.
3), and the redemption of humanity (John 3:17) parallel with the life (John 1:14), death (Mark 15), and
resurrection of Jesus (Matt. 28). We see the Creation, despite its original splendor and perfection, now
suffering a fallen state because of human sin (Rom. 8:19-22). We see God, because of his great love and
mercy, sending prophets and establishing a corrective system to call people to him and to reveal his
character and purposes (Ex. 34:5-7; Heb. 1:1). We see God sending Christ, the only begotten Son (John
3:16), to teach and exemplify love and truth (Phil. 2:5-7; Acts 10:38), die an atoning death (1 John 2:2),
be resurrected from the dead, abolish death (1 Cor. 15:3-6), and ascend to Heaven to be glorified (Acts
1:9-11). We see our call to participate in this redemptive process (2 Cor. 5:18-20, Phil. 2:12-13) and that a
day has been appointed when he will bodily return and complete the already commenced Kingdom where
he will reign as Lord (Matt. 25:31-46; 1 Thess. 4:13-18).
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We believe proper interpretation of the Bible comes from the Holy Spirit.

"First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one's own
interpretation, for prophesy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit* (2 Pet. 1:20 RSV). We believe the Bible is entrusted to the Church to be
proclaimed throughout the world. The Church is the Body of Christ under his headship and guided by the
Holy Spirit. The unity of that body is vital to the effective proclamation of God's Word. Therefore, we
understand that the interpretation of Scripture under the guidance of the Holy Spirit is guided by the
collective understanding of the body.

The Bible is not to be used as a collection of proof-texts, nor is it designed to instruct us by isolated
passages, which, torn from their original context, give us no clear guidance; but when the Bible is read
and interpreted as a whole it gives us a spiritual sensitivity to regulate our thoughts and feelings, and
thereby to influence and direct our theology and conduct (Acts 2:42, 17:10-11).

We believe that the Holy Spirit remains at work applying the Bible to the life of the believer.
As the Holy Spirit was active in the inspiration, canonicity and preservation of the Bible and remains
active in the interpretation of it, so the Spirit also works in applying the Bible to the life of the believer and

can expect the Holy Spirit's work, not just in our understanding as we read the Bible; but to use it as one
of the usual instruments, in our daily walk, to transform us into the likeness of Christ. The apostle says
that the Word of God is to dwell richly in us. The believer who studies the Bible in a humble dependence
on God will treasure up the doctrines, precepts, promises, examples, and exhortations of the Bible in their
minds. They will acquire from the Holy Spirit a spiritual “taste,” which enables them to perceive the right
and wrong path in the particular situations of their lives with a sharp degree of precision, much like a
trained musical ear can judge good or bad sounds imperceptible to the untrained ear. As God uses the
Bible in our daily walk, we are influenced by the love of Christ, which rules in the heart, and by a concern
for the glory of God, which becomes our great passion.

We believe original infallible manuscripts were written in Hebrew, Greek and other biblical
languages.

Translations into numerous languages have given many people the opportunity to read the Bible in their
dialects. Changes in language and new archeological discoveries of manuscripts closer to the originals
make the translation of Scriptures a constant, continuing process. Each translation should be evaluated
on clarity in communicating the Gospel. Translations from the best available manuscripts, primarily
Hebrew and Greek, preserve the infallible authority of the Bible as God's Word. Translations prepared by
a committee offer a system of checks and balances which may not be true in those prepared by an
individual.

We believe that it is a sin to divide the Church over minor theoretical distinctions regarding how
the Bible was inspired byGod.

For the purpose of interest we welcome and respect informed theories regarding the way in which God
has inspired the Prophets and Apostles to produce the Holy Scriptures. But we very much regret the
numerous and violent divisions of the Church in the past caused by human speculations regarding
inerrancy and infallibility, textual inerrancy and inerrancy of content and such related topics.

The great majority of Christians understand the terms “inerrancy”, “infallibility” and “God-inspired” as
virtually interchangeable. Technical distinctions, dogmatically put forward, will not strengthen their faith or
assist in their sanctification. The past has revealed that the only real fruit that has ever proceeded from
asserting these “distinctions” is disharmony and division in the Body of Christ (Matt. 12:25; Eph. 4:3; Titus
3:9-11). It may be observed in the case of nearly all of these divisions that authorities on both sides
maintained that the Bible was the Christian standard for faith and practice.

Our identity in the Churches of God, General Conference is that of a Bible-only or sola-scriptura group.
Our concern has never been to bring forth the most clever human theories regarding the nature of the
Bible, but instead what God says about the Bible. In other words, we want to know what the Bible says
about itself: that it is a lamp to our feet (Ps. 19), that it is God-inspired, profitable and complete (2 Tim. 3),
that it works co-extensively with the Holy Spirit (John 14:25-26, 17:17), and every other clear claim the
Bible makes about itself.
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HUMANITY

We believe that God made Humanity in his image.

“God said, ‘Let us make man in our image....in the image of God he created him, male and female he
created them” (Gen. 1:26-27 NIV). Genesis 1:27 affirms that humanity is both male and female, and that
the fullness of the image of God is seen in male and female.

We believe that God created all people with equal value.

Galatians 3:26-29 (along with Genesis and much of Jesus’ ministry) makes it clear that in Jesus Christ
all people are made equal in value, standing and personhood.

God desires that all people have the opportunity to be in relationship with him (John 3:16). In both Old
Testament and New, God can call anyone into service and ministry with him. And his call is not limited by
sex, race, nationality, social, or economic standing. (Gal. 3:26-29; Eph. 2:10, Eph. 4:10-16).

We believe that being human is both physical and spiritual in nature.

Genesis 2-7 says, “...the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being” (TNIV). This shows us that we are like the
rest of creation, which is made of material “stuff” that has been animated by the power and Spirit of God.
But humanity is the only creature made in the image of God, which carries more meaning than just a
physical image. This includes the endowment of the characteristics of God, but does not make us God,
nor do we have the potential to be God (Deut. 6:8).

In order to have God's characteristics, we must also be spirit or have a soul. The human soul is an
eternal component (Matt. 10:28) of our nature that is designed for communion with God (Ezek. 18:4). Our
soul is designed to love God, to long for God (Ps. 42:1) and is restored by God (Ps. 23:3). Our soul can
experience the brokenness of our existence and drift from our God-centered design (Ps. 42). Our soul
can praise God (Ps. 103:1) and can find fulfillment in satisfaction of longings (Prov. 3:19). And our souls
find rest in living according to God’s purposes and plans (Matt. 11:25-30).

Humanity is often described as having heart, mind, body, spirit, and soul (Deut. 6:8; Mark 12:29-30;
Heb. 4:12-13). To simplify the picture, it is helpful to see that these are all together, both spiritual and
physical things intertwined in the human experience. Our physical bodies are finite, they will wear out,
and our soul is eternal. But, the two of them living and functioning together bring about a unique set of
attributes (thought, will, and emotion). The mind, spirit and heart could be translated as the thoughts, will,
and emotions. These are not separate components of a human person, but can be thought of as
expressions or experiences of the two main components of humanity, body and soul, working together.

Although our bodies will wear out, the human design involves both body and soul. Our eternal
experience with God, after life here, will also involve being body and soul. And our bodies will be made
new when Christ returns to wrap up God'’s plans for this world (Isa. 26:19; 1 Cor. 15; 1 Thess. 4:13-18).

We believe humanity is a unique creation.

There is no mention of any other creature having a soul. Animals share the “breath of life,” but Scripture
is silent on whether animals have an eternal soul (Gen. 1:30; Eccles. 3:21). We believe that humankind is
distinctly and uniquely made, and above creation. We also believe that, although there are similarities
among living things and our DNA structures, there is a designed complexity to humanity that was not
intended for the rest of created things (Ps. 8). |Further support for this understanding is in a simple
translation of the words used in Genesis 1:1—bara: to “make” all of creation, and Genesis 1:26—yatzar: to
“form/make” humankind. Bara means to form out of nothing (ex nihilo), and yatzar means to form out of
what already exists. This is intended to convey an additional fashioning or designing, and in the case of
humanity is clearly the added complexity to be “in the image of God.” Even the language of the Scriptures
agrees that we share DNA and other common structures with the rest of creation—but our design was in
addition to and beyond what God did for the rest of creation,
We believe that humanity was made to display God’s character in life and work.

Genesis 1:26 can be translated, “let us make man in our image, to resemble us, and let them \ruleﬂ This

clearly indicates God intended humanity to be a reflection of him and for our work to resemble his work.
Part of humanity’s reflection of God'’s character is the ability to create and multiply. Scriptures show that
we are given the ability to multiply physically and spiritually. Genesis 1:28 shows the physical
multiplication in procreation when we are commanded to “be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth and subdue
Add to this the unique abilities given to humanity to create music, art, feats of engineering, etc. and we
see that every aspect of human life and design was meant to reflect the image of God through the things
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we do (Eph. 2:10). This responsibility to create physically comes through the authority God gave us to be
stewards of and workers in creation (Gen. 2:15). Men and women share in this responsibility individually
and together (Gen. 2:21-23).

The spiritual responsibility to multiply we see most clearly in Jesus’ command that “as we are going into
all the world, we should make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 28:19 NKJV). Jesus’ command indicates we join him in this “as we
are going”—which means it is in every facet, moment, and season of life. Multiplication is both an
individual and a community responsibility as we reflect God’s creative nature. This is often called our
great co-mission with God, and is not possible apart from God. Personal discipleship and the planting of
new churches are two significant ways we see this being applied in the Church.

God had a plan for those who would listen and follow Jesus. His plan was that they be conformed to the
likeness of Christ (Rom. 8:29). Jesus’ sacrifice, resurrection, and ascension restores humanity to a right
relationship with God, because Jesus is the Son of God—part of the Trinity (John 14:23-26, 16:15, 17:20-
26). And this relationship transforms/conforms every aspect of our life and work to be like Christ (Rom.
8:28-30). As Ephesians 2:6-7 says, “...God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches
of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus” (NIV). This means that in Jesus Christ
humanity has a spiritual and physical connection with God since Jesus was resurrected and ascended to
sit at the right hand of God with his physical body intact and renewed (John 20:24-30; Acts 1:9). And it
means our spiritual and physical life will be transformed in relationship with God.

Through active belief in and intimacy with Christ, humanity has the presence of the Holy Spirit Mhp/ _

live out the fullness of the image of God empowered with the unique attributes of the persons of the
Trinity. This is what it means to be God’s witnesses as the Church, literally his reflection and living
representatives in and for the world and for the heavenly realms. (Eph. 3:10-12).

We believe Humanity is given the freedom to choose.
Adam and Eve chose to disobey God in the Garden (Gen. 3). [The issue of choice is always one of

was to have the choice not to have it (Gen. 3:17). God indicates Adam and Eve could listen to the serpent
over and against God.

We are free to live and think and act according to our own will (Josh. 24:15; John 1:12, 6:67). These
Scriptures and a cursory reading of both Old and New Testaments clearly indicate that we have freedom
to accept or reject God, to obey or disobey. However, God does set boundaries on human behavior.
Freedom has always come in some framework of restrictions. One of those restrictions comes in the
inability to nullify the consequences of our negative decisions. Another would be when our freedom of
choice would nullify a sovereign choice of God. We are not free to be God as some persons would like
(Gen. 3:1-6). We are creature, not Creator.

All persons experience inner tension between the desire to do right and the pressure to do wrong. This
was true for the rich young ruler whose story is told in Mark 10:17-22. He freely chose his course of action
and was accountable for his decision. This is true for all of us. "So then, each of us shall give account of
himself to God" (Rom. 14:12 KJV).

We believe by God'’s grace that people are free to choose to walk with Christ or not walk with Christ
throughout their lifetimes. What God does in regard to our salvation is God'’s decision in regard to our
hearts (God looks at the heart). Our choice is to walk or not walk with God by faith, and God'’s work is this:
"But now He has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his sight,
without blemish and free from accusation, if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved
from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to
every creature under heaven, and of which |, Paul, have become a servant” (Col. 1:22-23 NIV). Grace
remains the active power in providing salvation for God’s people. Faith serves as the vehicle of delivery
for that grace. “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is
the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast” (Eph. 2:8-9 NIV).

Christians do not have to live in constant fear of being lost. Believers are assured of their position with
Christ. Relationship with God is not broken every time the Christian fails. John says, "I write this to you so
that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—
Jesus Christ, the Righteous One" (1 John 2:1 NIV). Christians are also promised, "If we confess our sins,
He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NIV).
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We believe God provides power for living a victorious Christian life. As Christians remain in Christ, He
remains in them (John 15:4). The Lord has said, "...Never will | leave you, never will | forsake you" (Heb.
13:5 NIV). We may forsake God but God will not forsake us.

"God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted,
He will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it" (1 Cor. 10:13 NIV). Because "it is God
who works in you to will and to act according to His good purpose" (Phil. 2:13 NIV), God's people can
approach life with a sense of victory.

Our choices of who/what to trust or have faith in, will affect our eternal destiny. (Hab. 2:4; Josh. 22:15-
20; Matt. 5:17-21; John 3:16-18, 15:5-6; Rom. 3:21-24; Eph. 2:8-10).

The issue of choice and relationship with Jesus does not limit God’s sovereignty and authority over
creation, but speaks to his justice and the reality that God desires us to love him freely—not by force.

We believe that humanity is broken and separated from God by sin.

Genesis 3 shares the account of humanity’s choice to know good and evil, and be like God. Adam and
Eve chose to eat from the tree from which God had commanded them not to eat. The opportunity to
choose was an issue of relationship. The choice to take matters into their own hands was an act of self-
will or disobedience to God’'s will. This selfish act by Adam and Eve brought a separation from the
intimate relationship God had intended to have with them. And since humanity was charged with ruling
over creation, their separation from God led to the separation of all creation from God. This is what we
call “the Fall.”

When used in the Old Testament, the word sin is most simply translated from the Hebrew as “missing
the mark.” When we choose to go our own way apart from God we are sinning, missing God’s
plans/design for us, and it will lead us to death and destruction instead of the life God intended (Prov.
14:12; Eph. 2:10; Rom. 2:13).

Every human being was designed to be in relationship with God and to have his guidance. Every
human being is accountable for his or her choices. Apart from God, humanity’s natural course is one of
selfish desires and destruction (Rom. 1:18-32). Unless we choose to let God intervene and lead our lives
through Jesus Christ, we will continue to choose our own paths and be in sin and separation from God
(Ps. 51:7-13; Rom. 3:21-24; James 4:17). This leads not only to destructive consequences in our
lifetimes, but also to eternal separation from God—a second and eternal death (Rev. 21:8).

We believe God’s plan for humanity includes healing for the whole person.

The Lord is continually at work in us, healing our emotional and psychological wounds, and setting us
free from the bondage and deeply ingrained patterns of our fallen nature. With the power that raised
Jesus from the dead, he gradually but masterfully transforms us from within (Rom. 8:11; 2 Cor. 5:17), As
we are conformed to the image of Christ, we discover more and more that in him is the only place we find
peace (Eph. 2:14).

In his love and grace Jesus always affirms us, and yet he draws us toward maturity and goodness.
Because much of our brokenness and suffering is the outgrowth of our own foolishness and obstinacy, he
enables us, as we face consequences, to learn from our failures, to discover our inadequacies, and to cry
out to him for help. He urges us to grow ever deeper in our trust and understanding of him, and in the
living out of our faith “...that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in
the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of
Christ” (Eph. 4:12-13).

Jesus stated that his purpose was to come so that we “may have life and life to the full” (John 10{10).

From Scripture we have pictures that show us that a “full” life is both celebration and mourning, laughter
and tears (Eccles. 3). As Jesus works in us to heal, restore, and free us from our fallen and willful nature,
he redeems every experience and puts them in the perspective of God’s grace (Rom. 8). This healing
work of Jesus in us progresses until it is completed for all eternity (Rev. 7:17; 21:4).

19

_ - [ Comment [L21]: Translation?

- { Comment [L22]: Translation?




925
926
927
928
929
930
931
932
933
934
935
936
937
938
939
940
941
942
943
944
945
946
947
948
949
950
951
952
953
954
955
956
957
958
959
960
961
962
963
964
965
966

REGENERATION
New Birth

We believe in the New Birth, or regeneration.

The doctrine of regeneration, or the new birth, is an essential teaching of the Churches of God. This
belief comes from the declaration of Christ to Nicodemus, "Do not marvel that | said to you, '"You must be
born again™ (John 3:7 NASB).

Regeneration is the radical transformation of an individual life from self-centeredness to God-
centeredness. Christ speaks in Matthew of the necessity of becoming "like children." The disciples came
to Jesus with the question, ""Who, then, is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’ Jesus set a little child in
their midst. Then he declared, ‘Truly, | say to you, unless you are converted and become like little
children, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever then humbles himself as this child, he is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven™ (Matt. 18:1-4 NASB).

Christ teaches the necessity of entering a new way of life. Through regeneration a new life is made
possible by Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. It involves a new relationship to God, a new
relationship to others, and a new attitude toward the world.

We believe we must respond to God's offer.

This new life is a supernatural change. It comes to the individual not by human efforts, but by the power
and influence of God. This truth is expressed by John, who speaks of persons "which were born, not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God" (John 1:13 KJV). God does not give
new life to someone who is not willing to be changed. God offers salvation, but does not force any person
to receive it. God does not destroy or alter our free moral choice to accept or reject this offer.

To experience regeneration, we must recognize our need for a new life, and that Jesus Christ is the
only way to receive it. "Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to
men by which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12 NIV). This involves recognizing one's sinfulness, both sins
we commit and sins of omission. "For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3:23
KJV). "Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do, and does not do it, to him it is sin" (James 4:17
NASB).

All who are in a state of accountability before God need regeneration. This means their spiritual
understanding has matured to the point that they are capable of a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
They are able both to understand their own personal sinfulness and to respond to God independently.
Although often occurring in later childhood, this may vary according to the spiritual perceptiveness and
mental capacity of the person (see Presentation of Children).

We must recognize that our sin is separating us from God, and must be willing to repent. Repentance
means willingness to confess sinfulness and to turn from a sinful life. With repentance comes God's
forgiveness. "Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing
may come from the Lord" (Acts 3:19 NIV).

Through a sincere response to the marvelous forgiving love of God, Christ comes into our lives and
makes us new. "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold,
the new has come” (2 Cor. 5:17 RSV).
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967 JUSTIFICATION

968 A New Standing before God

969

970  We believe that justification comes by faith in Christ and his atoning work, and not by works of
971  the law, or merits of the individual.

972 Justification means to be put in a right relation to God. We believe that the mediating work of Jesus
973  Christ on the cross gives a person right relationship with God. This brings a sinner into the family of God.
974  Jesus restores the relationship between the believing sinner and God (1 Tim. 2:5). God and the justified
975  sinner are now in a harmonious relationship. God declares the sinner righteous because of the sacrifice
976  of Christ.

977 The teaching of justification by faith alone separates biblical Christianity from all other religions. All
978  other religions teach some type of justification before God based on the deeds and merits of the
979  individual.

980 The Bible presents justification by faith in the person of Christ alone, and in his sacrificial work on the
981  cross. Justification is a legal declaration that though guilty, a person is not culpable (held responsible)
982 because he has placed his faith in the atoning death of Christ. The person trusts Christ, not his or her
983  own righteousness. “But to him who does not work but believes on him who justifies the ungodly, his faith

984 is accounted for righteousness” (Rom. 4]5).

- [ Comment [L23]: add translation

985 Justification is an act of God whereby he makes and declares the sinner righteous based on the shed B
986  blood of Christ. Paul says in Romans 5:9: “Much more then being justified by His blood, we shall be

987  saved from wrath through Him" This act of justification occurs simultaneously with regeneration (the giving - [ Comment [L24]: add translation

988  of new life) and puts a sinner in right relation to God. The repentant and believing sinner is cleansed from
989  sin, released from its penalty and is viewed as righteous before God. “And be found in Him, not having
990 my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness

991  which is from God by faith” (Phil. 3:9).

= [ Comment [L25]: add translation

992 This act of justification is not based on human effort. Paul states that we know “that a man is not

993  justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ” (Gal. 2: [16). It is a free gift and is given by the - [ Comment [L26]: add translation

994  grace of God in response to the faith of the individual. All of the demands of the law are met in Christ

995  (Rom. 5:19).

996

997  We believe that Scripture teaches four essential results which occur at justification: remission,

998  restoration, God-given righteousness, and a new relationship with God as his child.

999 1. Remission means that the justified believer is freed from the demands of the law, because those

1000 demands have been satisfied in Christ. Paul states in Romans 3:24 that a person justified by grace is “set
1001  free” (redeemed) by Jesus Christ. From what is the justified believer freed? He or she is set free from the
1002  demands of the law. This is not just a pardon, but a declaration that the sinner’s guilt is erased by God.
1003  The believer is forgiven and set free.
1004 2. Restoration means that Christ now represents the justified believer. His righteousness is now yours.
1005 Faith in Christ restores a person to perfection in the sight of God. It is as if the person never sinned.
1006  “Therefore having been justified by faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom.
1007  5:1). The person owes no more debt to God. The sinner and God are no longer separated. Christ gives
1008  peace and restoration. God now accepts the justified believer as “righteous.”

1009 3. God-given righteousness means believers are made right with God because of Christ's work and
1010  presence in the believer. We are told that: “Jesus became for us wisdom from God—and righteousness
1011 ..." (1 Cor. 1:30). Righteousness from Christ was “put to our account.” We were in sin and now God - [ Comment [L27]: add translation

1012  considers us righteous because of the sacrificial death of Christ. Because of this righteousness, a justified
1013 believer is considered a child of God (John 1:12; Gal. 4:4-5).

1014 4. This new relationship is based on an exchange of position. Christ took the place of the sinner.
1015  Judgment was pronounced at the cross. Christ was crucified on our behalf. When a person believes in
1016  Jesus, he or she now stands in the righteousness of Christ. There is an exchange of position as Paul
1017  states in 2 Corinthians 5:21: “For He (God) made Him who knew no sin (Christ), to be sin for us that we

1018  might become the righteousness of God in Him" . This new standing includes adoption, with the believer

1019 being adopted into God’s family at justification ( (Rom. 8:15). All the blessings God has for his children
1020  culminating in the resurrection of the body, now belong to the believer (Gal. 4:5, Rom. 8:23).

1021 These essential results of being justified by faith in Jesus Christ come apart from the works of the law.
1022  This Christian distinctive of how a person becomes righteous in God’s sight is a foundational pillar of what
1023  the Churches of God believes. It is at the heart of the Gospel.
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SANCTIFICATION
A Life Set Apart

We believe sanctification is positional, progressive and ultimately complete in Christ.

The biblical concept of sanctification is the process of bringing the whole of life in line with the will of
God. Its basic meaning is to set life apart in consecration of one’s total self to God until complete
conformity to Christ is achieved at death. To sanctify anything is to declare that it is holy and belongs
completely to God.

In the Old Testament, sanctification was primarily used to consecrate places, days, seasons and
objects of worship (Gen. 2:3; Lev. 27:14; Ex. 19:23, 39:44). However, New Testament usage portrays a
Savior who was so completely consecrated to God that those who believe in him can also be sanctified
(John 17:17-22). Sanctification then refers to the process of consecrating the regenerate persons that are
called to be set apart, most holy, saints (Rom. 1:7).

Sanctification is positional in that it happens instantaneously and simultaneously with regeneration (1
Cor. 6:11). Sanctification is also progressive as it is a continuing growth in grace, truth, and relationship
with God (Titus 2:11-14; 2 Pet. 1:5-7). Sanctification is also complete in that all who have the indwelling
Holy Spirit will be delivered completely from sin at glorification (see Last Things) as sons and daughters of
God (Gal. 3:26-4:6).

Justification is God’s imputed work on us; sanctification is God's imparted work in us. While justification
refers to a change in status before God, sanctification refers to a change within one’s being because of
the relationship believers enjoy with the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 3:16). This change in being begins at the time
of regeneration when believers receive the Holy Spirit and is realized in a continual growth toward Christ-
likeness (Rom. 8:29-30). It could be said that sanctification is to regeneration what growth is to birth.

We believe transformation of the believer’s life and character flows from our relationship to God
and the power of the Holy Spirit.

Those who belong to Christ are called to live in relationship with Him. “I, therefore, the prisoner of the
Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called,” (Eph. 4:1 NKJV). “You have
been raised to life with Christ, so set your hearts in the things that are in heaven, where Christ sits on His
throne at the right side of God. Keep your minds fixed on things there, not on things here on earth. For
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. Your real life is Christ and when He appears,
then you too will appear with Him and share His glory” (Col. 3:1-4 TEV; also Col. 3:5-14; Rom. 6-8).

The God-given ability to make one’s lifestyle more Christ-like occurs through the relationship between
the believer and the indwelling Holy Spirit (John 14:26; Gal. 5:22-23) and not through human effort (Gal.
3:3). Sanctification is a lifelong process, daily appropriated through surrender of life to God. While
sanctification is not complete in any given act, there may be experiences in the heart of the believer by
the Holy Spirit that lead to greater yielding to God and holiness. Sanctification is not complete short of the
life to come (1 John 3:2). Glorification is the end of the process of sanctification (1 Cor. 15:42-57).

We believe it is the privilege and responsibility of believers to live holy lives.

Holiness is a characteristic of God and should mark the Christian walk. “But just as he who called you is
holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: ‘Be holy because | am holy™ (1 Pet. 1:15-16 NIV). This is a
command, but also implies that believers are to choose to be holy. We continue to be free moral agents
throughout the process of sanctification. Holiness does not mean sinless perfection, or that at some point
our fallen nature is eradicated. Sin and our fallen nature continue to be present with us throughout this life
(Rom. 7:17; Gal. 5:17). Yet God wants holy people and the believer must deliberately decide to yield life
to the Holy Spirit to be holy. Therefore, sanctification in the life of the believer is a life-long process of
choosing control by the new nature through the direction of the Holy Spirit.

Holy living is possible only as the believer experiences a moment-by-moment yielding to the Holy Spirit.
It is not that the believer gets more of the Holy Spirit; the Holy Spirit is always completely available to all
believers. It is just that yielding allows the believer to experience more of the Holy Spirit already living in
relationship with him (Eph. 5:18).

Followers of Christ depend on the power and help of the Holy Spirit to produce Christ’s life in us. Paul
said, “Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy
and pleasing to God-this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what
God's will is—His good, pleasing and perfect will” (Rom. 12:1-2 NIV). “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there
is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.
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1084 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and
1085  envying each other” (Gal. 5:22-26 NIV). Holy living is the believer's privilege and responsibility because it
1086  will bring honor and glory to God.

1087
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THE CHURCH

We believe the Church is God's called-out people.

The New Testament word for Church denotes "that which is called out." The Church is the called-
together assembly of God’s people. God called the Church into being at the day of Pentecost as recorded
in Acts 2. Only by God's mercy and grace is the salvation of sinful beings made possible.

The Church exists only because of the grace of God and the atoning work of Jesus Christ. It consists of
all persons who accept Christ as personal Savior and Lord, leading a regenerate life. The Church is
composed of all who have responded to the Holy Spirit's call through the saving love of his Son, Jesus
Christ. Just as God called Israel to be his chosen people under the Old Covenant, God is now calling the
Church to be the new Israel under the New Covenant (Rom. 4:16).

We believe the Church is the Body of Christ.

One of the significant images of the Church in the Scriptures is the Body of Christ (Rom. 12:3-8; 1 Cor.
12:12-27; Eph. 4:4-16). The Church as the Body of Christ is affirmed “so in Christ, we who are many form
one body, and each member belongs to all the others" (Rom. 12:5 NIV).

All Christians are important to the effective working of the Body of Christ, even though we may differ in
spiritual gifts, in national origin, or in social standing. Even parts which seem weaker are indispensable.
The unity of the Body of Christ lies not in the sameness of its parts, but in its "one Lord, one faith, one
baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all* (Eph. 4:5-6 NIV). No
Christian can live apart from the Body of Christ any more than a hand or a foot can live apart from the
human body. Christ is "...head of the body, the church;..." (Col. 1:18 NIV). All true Christians respond to
him as Lord. Those ruled by Christ recognize that their lives form God's temple and that he dwells within
their fellowship (1 Cor. 3:16).

The Church is often called the people of God. Christians are described as "...a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God..." (1 Pet. 2:9 NIV).

We believe that God calls and equips men and women in leadership and ministry for the Church.

We believe that the calling and gifting of God, not gender, are the essential prerequisites for service
and leadership in the Church. In Galatians 3:26-29 we read, “You are all sons of God through faith in
Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ There is
neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong
to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise” (NIV). The Apostle Paul
makes a clear reference to all people being the same in relationship to their standing with the Lord Jesus
Christ. In the Body of Christ, there are no differences in regards to gender, culture, economy, or geo-
political boundaries when it comes to salvation or service.

However, some seemingly confusing passages need to be considered in light of women being in
positions of leadership in the Church. For instance in 1 Corinthians 14:33-35, the Apostle Paul states,
“...As in all the congregations of the saints, women should remain silent in the churches. They are not
allowed to speak, but must be in submission, as the Law says. If they want to inquire about something,
they should ask their own husbands at home; for it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church”
(NIV). This is one of the most used texts to keep women quiet, as is 1 Timothy 2:11, 12. It is important to
see such texts in the whole light of Scripture.

Previously in 1 Corinthians 11:5-6 Paul writes, “And every woman who prays or prophesies with her
head uncovered dishonors her head—it is just as though her head were shaved. If a woman does not
cover her head, she should have her hair cut off; and if it is a disgrace for a woman to have her hair cut or
shaved off, she should cover her head” (NIV). It appears to be acceptable for a woman to pray and
prophesy in public in this previous text, but this privilege seems to be refuted later in the fourteenth
chapter. In fact, Paul's practice of cooperation with women in ministry would seem to belie the injunctions
to limit women’s role in the Church. Since Scripture is not contradictory to itself, it suggests that our
understanding of the New Testament Church and such texts is incomplete. Perhaps women are given the
right of speaking and praying, but concerning idle chatter they (and men) should remain silent.

Basically we believe that all persons should be permitted to serve Christ and the Church in the same
capacities today as they did in the New Testament. This means that men and women should be set free
to serve as God directs and do so for his glory and never out of selfish ambition.
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We believe the Church enjoys a special kind of fellowship.

The quality of life in the Church is best expressed by the term "fellowship." The New Testament word
for fellowship suggests a special relationship rooted in the Christian's common fellowship with the Father
through the Son Jesus Christ in the Holy Spirit (1 John 1:3; Phil. 2:1-4).

Common worship is an important factor in establishing and maintaining fellowship. Early Christians
"...devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer" (Acts 2:42 NIV). Christians are to come together to encourage one another, to help one another,
to show love, to do good, and to bear one another’s burdens (Heb. 10:25; Gal. 6:2).

The Church in the New Testament is the household of faith and the family of God (Eph. 2:19). Paul
encourages the Church to "be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love, in honour preferring
one another" (Rom. 12:10 KJV). The Ephesians are instructed to “be imitators of God, therefore, as
dearly loved children" (Eph. 5:1 NIV). The relationship between a husband and wife is compared to the
love between Christ and his Church (Eph. 5:21-33). Christians are reminded that "he who loves God
should love his brother also" (1 John 4:21 NIV).

We believe the purpose of the Church is to proclaim God’s redemptive mission.

We believe God commissioned the Church to declare the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. We believe
the Church does that primarily through worship, fellowship, evangelism, discipleship, and service. In
worship, we stand in awe of God’s power and celebrate God'’s love for us (Ps. 105:2-3). In worship, we
respond by giving God glory, honor, and praise through music, prayer, testimony, and the reading and
teaching of Scripture (Ps. 95:6-7). In fellowship, believers gather together, living out our commitment to
love one another. In evangelism, we desire the Holy Spirit to add to the Church those who by God’s grace
are saved through Jesus. In discipleship, we follow the call to teach and obey all things commanded by
him. In service, we care for one another and seek to meet the physical, mental, social, and emotional
needs of others (Acts 2:42-47, 4:32-37).

Jesus commissioned the Church to make disciples of all people. We believe we are called to share the
Gospel in every culture and among all peoples (Matt. 28:19-20). The central purpose of the Church is to
proclaim salvation through Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth (Acts 13:47).

We believe Jesus chooses to minister his work of reconciliation and wholeness primarily through
his Body, which is now the Church.

Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus continues to be actively engaged in his work of new creation through us,
as we experience, proclaim and demonstrate his love. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; the old has gone, the new has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ,
not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation” (2 Cor.
5:17-19 NIV).

In partial fulfillment of his covenantal charge to share in his dominion, God includes his new creation,
the Church, in the process of calling and reconciling the world unto himself (2 Cor. 5:17). As we carry the
Gospel into the world, and demonstrate his love and grace in the reality of our lives, we create a loving
context in which his reconciliation and re-creation can take place (Matt. 5:23-24).

The Church, as a living expression of Christ's redemptive reality, can provide a rare opportunity in this
world to experience God'’s unconditional love. As people are welcomed and accepted as they are, they
can be listened to and affirmed as valuable and unique persons who were designed in the image of God.
In relationship with the Body of Christ, they can experience healing of heart and soul offered nowhere
else (1 John 4:7-16). As such the Church through the Gospel must be committed to reconciliation
between peoples across all divides, whether they are cultural, racial, economic, social, etc.

The Church also can provide a gracious context in which people can experience truly loving
relationships. Here they can begin to discover the truth about themselves, be given the opportunity of
becoming the reshaped persons God designed them to be, and gradually grow to be unique agents of
God'’s grace and reconciliation (2 Tim. 2:1; 2 Pet. 3:18).

As Christ is building just one Church, he works and intercedes toward his ultimate end of making us
truly one. Though many issues distinguish us from our brothers and sisters in Christ in other
denominations, Jesus calls us to hold tightly to the faith we have received, and yet to offer freedom and
grace in matters open to varying perspectives, “that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me
and | am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me” (John 17:21
NIV).
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We believe the local church is a part of the Christian Church of all believers.

We believe that the Christian Church is the entire body of believers in Jesus Christ, who is the founder
and only head of the Church. The Church is the union of all believers of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord
who desire to see every human being come to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ (1 Tim. 2:3-4).

The Church is the collective effort of all local churches to participate in the advancement of the
Kingdom of God. The local church seeks to serve in harmony with the Christian Church of all believers in
order to effectively advance the Kingdom of God (1 Pet. 3:8). The Church enjoys a special kind of unity
that transcends time. Jesus’ prayer for the Church was that the Church would be united as one (John
17:21). Despite differences, there is oneness in the Church. It is the common bond of love in Jesus Christ
that unifies the Church (Col. 3:14).

We believe the Church is to apply biblical principles in every area of its life.

Throughout its history, the Churches of God, General Conference, has maintained the importance of a
strong doctrine of the Church, seeing it as basic to sound Christian theology. The Church's doctrines of
regeneration, the ordinances, church government, and church discipline are all affected by its doctrine of
the Church and the high importance placed upon biblical principles.

From its inception the Churches of God, General Conference, has maintained a high view of the
Church. A thorough study of the Scriptures reveals that the name "Church of God" is the best biblical
name for the Church (1 Cor. 1:2 and others); that the presbyterial system of elders (Acts 14:23) and
deacons (1 Tim. 3:10) is the biblical form of church government; and that the new birth through Jesus
Christ is the only way of entering the Church (1 John 5:1-5).
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THE ORDINANCES

Services to Remember

We believe Christ has given the Church three divine ordinances.

The term "ordinance" refers to a practice or ceremony that is commanded to be observed. Under the
Old Covenant, God directed his people to keep certain festivals as a perpetual memorial observance. In
regard to the Passover celebration he said, "This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to
come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD--a lasting ordinance" (Ex. 12:14 NIV). From then
until now Israel continues to observe a number of celebratory feasts and rituals to commemorate God’s
redemptive acts. In like manner the Church also observes ordinances to remember and celebrate God’s
great act of redemption under the New Covenant through the Lord Jesus Christ. Just as Israel was
directed to keep the ordinances, it is incumbent upon all Christians in every time and place to live up to
Jesus' directive to keep the ordinances he instituted.

Based upon Jesus’ direct command and personal example, The Churches of God, General Conference
affirms and practices three perpetual ordinances: feetwashing, the Lord’s supper and baptism. Note the
term ordinance instead of sacrament. Sacrament is not used because in its historical development it
implies the imparting of saving grace. God uniquely blesses members of the family of God as they
participate in these special acts of worship (John 13:17), but salvation comes only from believing on the
Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 10:9-10). Therefore, observance of the ordinances is not required for or to
maintain personal salvation, nor is it a requirement for church membership in the Churches of God,
General Conference. In addition any true believer in Christ is welcomed and encouraged to participate in
the ordinances regardless of membership status.

The three ordinances call to remembrance the full story of salvation in Jesus’ coming, his passion and
his ultimate glorification (Phil. 2:6-11). They memorialize Jesus Christ's mission, atonement and
resurrection. They also remind believers of their own call to service, their redemption and their ultimate
victory over sin and death through Jesus Christ, our Lord. The following chart summarizes what
constitutes an ordinance, giving the biblical foundations and showing what each teaches about Jesus and
Christian living. The three ordinances compliment each other.

The Ordinance: Feetwashing Lord’s Supper Baptism

Divine Authority: John 13:1-11 Luke 22:14-20 Matthew. 3:13-17
Jesus’ Example/Command John 13:12-17 Mark 14:22-26 Matthew 28:16-20
Material Elements: Towel, Water & Basin Bread & Wine Water

The Symbolic Reminders Philippians 2:1-11 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 Romans 6:1-7
Redemptive History: Incarnation & Public Ministry  Crucifixion & Death Burial & Resurrection
The Christ Event John 1:1-14 1 Corinthians 10:16 Romans 6:8-14
Spiritual Experience: Cleansing & Humble Service Salvation & Witness New Life & Obedience
The Practical Application Matthew 20:25-28 Galatians 2:20 Colossians 2:11, 12
Formal Observance: Each of the ordinances is celebrated by the Church in a service of worship that

honors the Lord Jesus Christ and reminds believers of their great salvation.
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BAPTISM

We believe in the ordinance of baptism as a celebration of our new life in Christ.

Baptism is an ordinance of the Church and though not essential for salvation and/or Church
membership, it is essential for obedience to Christ's command. Jesus commissioned his disciples, "Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit" (Matt. 28:19 RSV).

Baptism is an outward symbol of an inward grace. When we believe in and commit ourselves to
following Christ, a fundamental change takes place. We receive God's acceptance, forgiveness, and
direction for living. "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, the old has gone, the new has
come!" (2 Cor. 5:17 NIV). Baptism represents the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ
and the believer's participation in that divine process.

The ordinance of baptism is a public symbol. When we are baptized, we are giving public witness that
we believe in Christ and are committed to following him.

We recognize a relationship between the baptism of the believer and the baptism of Jesus. Although
the Scriptures teach that Jesus was without sin, he nevertheless submitted to the baptism administered
by John the Baptist.

The baptism of Jesus signified three things:

1) Obedience to God the Father. Regarding his baptism, “Jesus replied, Let it be so now; it is proper for

us to do this to fulfill all righteousness" (Matt. 3:15 NIV).

2) Servanthood. By being baptized Jesus expressed his incarnate presence among us, as one of us, to

serve us.

3) Acceptance of the sin-bearing ministry of the cross. Because Jesus had no sin, his baptism

anticipated the sin he would bear for us on Calvary's cross. The Baptist said, "...Look, the Lamb of
God who takes away the sin of the world!" (John 1:29 NIV).

We practice believer's baptism.

Those who profess faith in Christ and express commitment to follow him are eligible for baptism. The
early Church made confession and repentance prerequisites for baptism. Peter said, "...Repent and be
baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven" (Acts 2:38
NIV). The Ethiopian official asked Philip, “...Look, here is water. Why shouldn't | be baptized?" (Acts 8:36
NIV).

Since baptism properly comes after an expressed faith in Christ and conscious commitment to follow
him, only believers are qualified candidates for baptism.

Because we believe that only willing response to God by the individual brings salvation, the Churches
of God neither practices nor sees the necessity of infant baptism. We trust that those who have not yet
reached the state of accountability are safe in the grace of God (Rom. 7:7-12). Nonetheless, we believe
that the child shares the benefits of Christian fellowship in the nurturing ministries of responsible parents
and the Church. This responsibility is accepted and made meaningful in the service of Presentation of
Children for the Lord's Blessing (2 Sam. 12:23; Luke 18:15-16).

We believe the biblical form of baptism is by immersion.

Matthew's report of John's ministry is, "Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan
River" (Matt. 3:6 NIV). Matthew and Mark speak of Jesus' baptism. "As soon as Jesus was baptized, he
went up out of the water..." (Matt. 3:16 NIV), and "As Jesus was coming up out of the water..." (Mark
1:10 NIV). When Philip baptized the Ethiopian official, "...both Philip and the eunuch went down into the
water and Philip baptized him" (Acts 8:38 NIV). The Scripture concludes, "They came up out of the
water..." (v. 39).

The Bible says immersion was the form administered by John the Baptist and the apostles. Paul's
explanation of the symbolism of baptism confirms that immersion is the form to be used. “We were
therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life” (Rom. 6:4 NIV). It has been our practice to
administer baptism using the form as outlined in the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19) in the name of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
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FEETWASHING

We believe in the ordinance of feetwashing as a celebration of the incarnation.

We remember in this ordinance that Jesus Christ is the Word, which became flesh to dwell among us
(John 1:14). In the words of Philippians 2:7-8, Jesus "emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being
born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient
unto death, even death on a cross" (RSV). In describing what happened in the upper room, John affirmed
the incarnation with the words, "Jesus, knowing that the father had given all things into his hands, and
that he had come from God and was going to God, rose from supper” (John 13:3-4 RSV).

We understand this ordinance to represent his giving up his heavenly glory to become a human being,
and his willingness to take the form of a servant.

Likewise, we are also called to empty ourselves and take on the role of the servant. There is an
incarnational aspect of all believers as well. We believe that when a person is born again that he is filled
with the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. First John 4:4 says, “the one who is in you is greater than the one
who is in the world” (NIV).

We believe the service of feetwashing reminds us of our calling to be servants.

As Christians, we are called to be servants with our servant Lord. In this ordinance we commemorate
the meaning of Christian life as a life of service. Jesus made this clear in the upper room when he
washed his disciples' feet. "When he had washed their feet, and taken his garments, and resumed his
place, he said to them, ‘Do you know what | have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord; and you
are right, for so | am. If | then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one
another's feet. For | have given you an example, that you also should do as | have done to you. Truly,
truly, | say to you, a servant is not greater than his master" (John 13:12-16 RSV).

Speaking to disciples anxious for position and power, who equated greatness with rank and authority,
Jesus said, "Whoever would be first among you must also be slave of all. For the Son of man also came
not to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many" (Mark 10:43-45 RSV).

Paul counseled the Church, "Do nothing from selfishness or conceit, but in humility count others better
than your selves....Have this mind among yourselves which you have in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 2:3, 5 RSV).
Having the mind of Christ Jesus is being like our Savior "...who emptied himself, taking the form of a
servant” (Phil. 2:7 RSV).

Whatever our position in society, washing one another's feet reminds Christians of their calling to serve
one another as brothers and sisters equal in Christ.

We believe this ordinance is an expression of our love for one another.

John said of Jesus in the upper room as he was about to wash his disciples' feet, "Having loved his
own, who were in the world, he loved them to the end" (John 13:1 RSV). His own whom he loved to the
end included Judas-—deceiver and betrayer.

After Jesus washed the disciples' feet, he gave them the new commandment to "love one another, even
as | loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another" (John 13:34-35 RSV). What is more essential to the life and well-being of the
Church than that Christians truly love one another?

We believe this ordinance reminds us of our need to minister and to be ministered to.

The Christian life is a pilgrimage. "For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city which is to
come” (Heb. 13:14 RSV). As we move toward the heavenly city, we need each other and have the
privilege and responsibility to serve one another. "Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will
fulfill the law of Christ" (Gal. 6:2 NIV). It should be noted, however, that we need to allow others to bear
our burdens. It is sometimes more difficult in the Church to allow ourselves to be ministered to than to
minister.

In life we hurt and get hurt. Sometimes we fail, and other times we are victims of others' wrongdoing.
We need to be forgiven and we need to forgive, to minister and be ministered to. We are called to be like
Christ to each other. This ordinance reminds us of our continuing ministry as Christians, a ministry both
given and received. This ordinance is a beautiful symbol of our care for one another.

We believe this ordinance helps us prepare for the Lord's supper.

The ordinance of feetwashing is generally observed in conjunction with the ordinance of the Lord's
supper. It can help us come to the Lord's table properly prepared, in right relationship with God and our
brothers and sisters in Christ. Jesus tells us, "If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember
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that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be
reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift" (Matt. 5:23-24 RSV).

Since time is not an essential element in observing the Lord's supper, the ordinance of feetwashing is
effective whether or not in company with the Lord's supper. The celebration of the incarnation, the
reminder that the Christian is called to be a servant, the need to express our Christian love and affection,
and to minister and be ministered to—all are present whenever we observe this ordinance.
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THE LORD'S SUPPER

Communion

We believe in the ordinance of the Lord's supper as a celebration of our redemption.

Jesus instituted the Lord's supper on the evening preceding the Crucifixion, during the Passover Feast
(Luke 22:7-23). The Passover celebration commemorated the redemption of Israel from the bondage of
slavery in Egypt. Moses instructed the Israelites, “Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you
and your descendants. When you enter the land that the Lord will give you as He promised, observe this
ceremony. And when your children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony mean to you?’ then tell them, ‘It is
the Passover sacrifice to the Lord, who passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared our
homes when He struck down the Egyptians™ (Ex. 12:24-27 NIV). For the Christian, the Lord's supper
commemorates the redemptive act of Christ in establishing the New Covenant; Jesus transformed the
Passover meal into a memorial meal of himself for believers. Jesus was, as John the Baptizer said, “...the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29 NIV).

We believe this ordinance is intended to remind us of Christ's atoning death.

The Lord's supper is recorded in three gospels (Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:19-20). These
passages reveal that the broken bread represents the body of Christ given for us. The cup passed among
the disciples symbolizes the blood Jesus shed for the sins of mankind. "Without the shedding of blood
there is no forgiveness..." (Heb. 9:22 NIV). In receiving the bread and the cup, Christians remember that
because Christ died they receive forgiveness for sin.

The Lord’s supper is also an act of obedience and worship of Christ. The Apostle Paul recalled Jesus’
words, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me....This cup is the new covenant
in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me" (1 Cor. 11:24-25 NIV).

But participating in the Lord’s supper is more than just an activity in which we remember Christ’s
sacrifice; it also points us to the future when he will return. “For whenever you eat this bread and drink
this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes” (1 Cor. 11:26 NIV). Therefore, it is also a foretaste
of the wedding supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:9).

We believe the Lord's supper is a proclamation of hope.

Christians believe that Christ will return for his followers, the Church (1 Thess. 4:16-18). In receiving the
bread and the cup of the Lord’s supper, the people of God testify that they "wait for the blessed hope—
the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us to redeem us
from all wickedness and to purify for Himself a people that are His very own, eager to do what is good"
(Titus 2:13-14 NIV).

We believe the Lord's supper is open to all Christians.

To participate in this ordinance one must have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Anyone who
confesses Jesus as Savior and Lord is eligible and invited to participate, regardless of church
membership. Therefore, there are also no age requirements for participation. Participation by youth and
children is left to the discretion of parents. And while participation is celebratory, the Lord’s supper should
always be observed ‘in a fitting and orderly way” (1 Cor. 14:40 NIV).

The Bible clearly counsels that participation in the Lord's supper should come only after serious self-
examination. "A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup” (1 Cor.
11:28 NIV). The concerns of self-examination include being truly committed to Jesus Christ, being
conscious of what he did on the cross, and having a loving regard for his Body, the Church (1 Cor. 11:17-
32).

The frequency of observance of the Lord’s supper is left to the discretion of the local church, but
whenever the ordinance is celebrated it is a unifying act of the Body of Christ both locally and worldwide.
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THE PRESENTATION OF CHILDREN
FOR THE LORD'S BLESSING

We believe children are a gift of God.

We read in Genesis 33:5, "Esau looked up and saw the women and children. ‘Who are these with you?'
he asked. Jacob answered, 'They are the children God has graciously given your servant" (NIV). The
great judge and prophet Samuel was dedicated to the Lord even before birth. After Samuel had been
weaned, Hannah said, "I prayed for this child, and the Lord has granted me what | asked of Him. So now |
give him to the Lord. For his whole life he will be given over to the Lord" (1 Sam.1:27-28 NIV).

We believe children are a part of the community of faith.

Children born to parents who are in the household of faith experience God's love through the care and
participation in the life of the family of God. Child dedication is not a sacrament nor is it a declaration of a
child’s faith. We believe in the implied biblical teaching of an age when people mature enough to grasp a
faith decision on their own. That age may be different for each child. In the death of a person before that
age, we believe that person goes to heaven. The same principle applies to the situation of
developmentally disabled (Rom. 5 and Matt. 18: 1-9).

We believe parents are responsible for the spiritual nurture of their children.

I"Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it" (Prov. 22:6 NIV). [

The New Testament directs parents to raise their children with Christian discipline and instruction (Eph.
6:4). Throughout the Scriptures God's people are urged to teach and nurture children by word and
example. "Only be careful and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes
have seen or let them slip from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to their

well as their child by publicly declaring a commitment to raise their child according to God'’s plan.

We believe the congregation is responsible for the spiritual nurture of children presented for the
Lord's blessing.

As children need warm relationships in their families, so they need warm relationships in the family of
God. Such nurture is needed for both parents and children. This calls for a variety of educational
opportunities and constant encouragement. “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit
of doing, but let us encourage one another as a fellowship of God's people" (Heb. 10:25 NIV). Members
of the congregation serve as models for parents and children, demonstrating what it means to be a
Christian. In this service, the Church dedicates herself as well as the parents in_publicly declarin
commitment to help the parents raise their child according to God's plan..

We believe we ought to follow Jesus in ministering to children.

"Little children were brought to Jesus for Him to place His hands on them and pray for them. But the
disciples rebuked those who brought them. Jesus said, 'Let the little children come to me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these™ (Matt. 19:13-14 NIV). Jesus showed
deep appreciation and concern for children. So should the Church.

themselves to nurture those children in faith in Christ.
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practice or a church service where the act of
dedication is recognized?

- w Comment [L29]: Are you talking about a

Comment [L30]: Is the emphasis of this
Scripture on parental responsibility? It could be
deleted altogether.

_ — -1 Comment [L31]: Suggest replacing this with: In
presenting their child for the Lord’s blessing,
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_ — 1 Comment [L32]: Similar to comments above: is
this a service or an act of presenting children for the
Lord’s blessing?

_ — -1 Comment [L33]: Perhaps it could say: The
general practice of the Churches of God is to present
children for the Lord’s blessing during a worship
service. In this service,...
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GLOBAL MISSION

We believe God is the author of mission.

Mission is about “being sent.” It is not something the Church initiates but what God does by his Spirit in
the world and through his people (Acts 1:4-8, 11:12-18; Eph. 2:19-22). He is the God of mission who has
always been at work revealing himself in the world. “For what can be known about God is plain to them,

From the calling of Abram and his descendants to be a blessing to the nations, God chooses people
through whom he blesses others “...and all peoples will be blessed through you” (Gen. 12:3). All of
Scripture declares God'’s heart for the nations (Ex. 9:16; 1 Chr. 16:23-24; Ps. 57:5-11, 67:1-2, 96:1-3; Isa.
45:22, 49:6, 60:1-3; Dan. 7:13-14; Ezek. 36:22-23; Mal. 1:11; Matt. 24:14; Mark 11:17; Luke 23:47; John
3:16-17; Acts 10:34-35; Rom. 1:5,16, 15:8-12; 1 Tim. 2:4-6).

We believe the Church responds to God’s mission both locally and globally.

Jesus commanded his followers to “...make disciples of all nations...” (Matt. 28:19). He further
amplified that agenda by adding, “...you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
The Church was then birthed at Jerusalem (Acts 2), but soon spread to Judea (Acts 8:1, 9:31), Samaria
(Acts 8:4-25) and the ends of the earth (Rom. 1:5-8, 15:17-20). The Church is called to address these
geographical and cultural challenges—Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the ends of the earth—
simultaneously, not sequentially.

God empowered the early disciples so that they could effectively serve as witnesses of Christ's
resurrection with a message that “...repentance and forgiveness of sins...” (Luke 24:46-49) would be
preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. We are called to be “on mission” wherever
we are as his representatives of the Kingdom with a message of good news that "...God so loved the
world that he gave his one and only Son, that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have
eternal life" (John 3:16). Jesus said his followers were to be the “salt of the earth” and “the light of the
world” (Matt. 5:13-16). We witness for Christ by our words and actions as evidence of the indwelling
Christ living and working through us (Phil. 2:15; Col. 3:17).

We believe every Christian and every church in every nation is called to participate in the task of
making disciples.

All the people of God—regardless of our spiritual maturity or our ministry roles—have the responsibility
to be “...Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal through us" (2 Cor. 5:20). We are
sent into the world with the same mandate expressed by Jesus, “As the Father has sent me, | am sending
you” (John 20:21). Amazingly, despite our obvious limitations, God has chosen to work through the
Church—which is made for mission. Paul writes that through Jesus, we (the Church) “...have received
grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the
nations” (Rom. 1:5). The Holy Spirit is the Church’s enabling power to be his witness in the world (Acts
1:8). The mission of the Church is to actively participate as God’s people in what the Holy Spirit is doing
in the world for the redemption of his creation, which includes providing the opportunity for everyone to
confess Jesus Christ as Lord (Rom. 10:8-17).

We believe we witness to God’s mission through a holistic ministry.

human need (Isa. 58:5-7; Amos 5:21-24; Matt. 25:31-45; James 1:27, 2:14-17; | John 3:17-18). At the B

outset of his ministry, Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because He has anointed me to preach
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the
blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:18-19).

God expands his mission through a variety of measures, such as the proclamation of God’'s Word (Acts
2:41,47, 8:4,12-13, 11:19-24, 13:44-49, 14:1,21, 16:11-15,30-34, 17:1-4,11-12,30-34); through compas-
sionate ministries (Acts 5:12-16, 9:32-43); through gifts of leadership and service (Acts 6:1-7); through
obeying the promptings of the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:26-39, 10:17-48, 16:6-10); through prayer (Acts 1:12-14,
4:23-31, 13:3; Col. 4:3-4; 2 Thess. 3:1-2); through the sending and supporting of missionaries (Acts 13:1-
4; Phil. 4:10-20; 3 John 5-8); and through the planting of new churches (Acts 13:1, 14:21-23, 15:36,41,
16:4-5, 18:8-11,22-23, 20:17; Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:2; 2 Cor. 1:1; Gal. 1:2; Eph. 1:1; Rev. 2:1; Phil. 1:1; Col.
1:2; 1 Thess. 1:1; 2 Thess. 1:1; Rev. 2:8,12,18, 3:1,7,14).

33

_ — - | Comment [L34]: No translations are specified

throughout this entire section.

-1 Comment [L35]: How is this word meant in this
context? Do we have multiple missions, but God
only has one? Shouldn’t our mission be the same as
his? Or does the term refer to specific programs of
the Church? Would it be better to use the word
“ministries” or “ministry”?
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perspective, a higher motivation for missions is to see more glory given to God. Paul wrote, “Christ has
become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God's truth, so that the promises made to the patriarchs might
be confirmed and, moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy” (Rom. 15:8-9).

Jesus understood that he would be sacrificed on a cross—not just for the sake of lost humankind, but
for the sake of God's glory. He prayed at Gethsemane “...it was for this very reason | came to this hour.
Father, glorify your name!" (John 12:27-28). Revelation paints a picture of a great multitude of
worshippers representing every nation, tribe, people and language gathered around the throne of God
praising him for salvation (Rev. 7:9-10). At that point, both his mission and ours come to an end.
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LAST THINGS

We believe there is a continuity to history.

We believe that history extending into eternity past and future has and will unfold according to God'’s
timetable, established by him alone before the foundations of the world. He has a definite purpose in all
things as demonstrated by creation itself and his periodic intervention into the affairs of his people and
mankind in general. These great and mighty saving acts, wherein he has demonstrated his desire to
reconcile sinful mankind unto himself, will proceed to the ultimate victory of Christ over sin, death and
Satan (1 Cor. 15:54-57).

We believe Jesus will return.
Just as at his first advent Jesus fulfilled Old Testament prophecies, we believe Jesus will come again
as promised in the Scriptures (John 14:3; Acts 1:11; Titus 2:13).

We believe in the resurrection of the dead.

his. These new glorified bodies will then be reunited with their souls, already in the presence of the Lord,
to spend eternity in the place he has prepared for them (Thess| 4:13-17; 1 Cor. 15:50-52; Rev. 20:4-7;
John 14:1-6).

him (2 Cor. 5:10). It is there they will receive crowns for lives pleasing to him (Heb. 6:10). We believe the
judgment of the believer’s sin was taken by Christ on Calvary and has been forgiven and purged from the
memory of God (Heb. 10:17).

We believe those who have rejected God's offer of salvation and have not received Christ as their
Savior will stand before the great white throne judgment. Their names will not be found in the Lamb’s
Book of Life. They will suffer the eternal consequence of that rejection and their sin (Rev. 20:11, 15).

We believe in the ultimate glorification of all believers.

We believe that earthly, corruptible things cannot enter heaven (1 Cor. 15:50). We believe we will,
therefore, come to total sanctification, perfection and glorification when we enter his presence (1 John
3:2; 2 Cor. 5:1; Rom. 8:30).

We believe the sequence of last events is not essential to salvation.

We believe that individual understanding of how the events of last things will unfold has no impact upon
the way to salvation or the work of Christ on the cross. We believe there are honest differing
understandings regarding last things. We believe godly and learned scholars have arrived at differing and
biblically supported understandings concerning the details of when and how last things will unfold.
Accordingly, the Churches of God, General Conference has no established or universally accepted
dogma concerning the timetable, nature or sequence of these events. Individuals holding a wide
spectrum of positions may be found within the Churches of God. All are expected to respect and show
acceptance of others, whatever position they may hold. Further all are encouraged to prayerfully search
the Scriptures and determine an individual position they can biblically defend. Individual differences
regarding these matters should not be a catalyst for division in the body or a hindrance to the work of the
Gospel.

NVe bel‘ieve there are honest differing understandings regarding details of how last things will

unfold,

We believe God continues to reveal himself and still desires to reconcile man to himself. Though
changeless in his nature, he remains relevant in an ever-changing world. Until the ultimate victory is

complete and eternity begins, the call and commission of Christ to all believers is to send forth the light of

the Gospel into a world of darkness. We need not know all the details of the future to be faithful to that

call. We do need to do all possible to use changing methods to reach this changing world with the

changeless message of God's love.
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-1 Comment [L38]: This is a church phrase. How
about: “We believe that, for those who have died
believing in Jesus Christ as Savior, their bodies will
be...”

) [ Comment [L39]: 1% or 2" Thess?
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in the resurrection of the dead”?
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-1 Comment [L42]: This seems to be a reiteration of
the second sentence in the above sub-section and not
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unchanging God to an ever-changing world.




